FALL 2007

DECLARATION-OF. -4
INDEPENDENTS i

= GREAT INDIE BOOKSHOPS -.
OF SAN DIEGO NEXT 81

HIGHER SPIRITS:
ENTERTAINMENT | NIGHTLIFE | ATTRACTIONS | SHOPPING | DINING | MAPS ROOFTOP RS




5-.-——

Left to righi: Giamt wicher baskets doubde oa furnitere ot Boads; Laurel's swiagin® bar; pecmetry i3 chic at the Guild; the hexapoa-shaped entryway ot Starkte,
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Winning design provides a visual

feast at these local eateries
BY ANNAMARIA STEPHENS

ever belare had design been such an inlegral part ol the pen-
M I u h L | t o 1F

eral public's vernacular, Atordable desgn-driven stores Fe
Target and howmehold des RNt namies Juch o Jomathan Acier
and Kelly Wearstler are a testamant o Amencans’ growing
spprecralion 1of Uhe louch=s [hal make & houte a home—or a
LT AU B i I #XsRnence ."\.iu,l,'|..l-'._-_ DA 15 INE reng
rrang ewvident than in 5an Dicga, a city Uhal once codated by on
okd-maoney Bine dinng with littke flair These days however, it's
eawy te fing lop-natch places where The decar 13 a8 unlonget
fahie % T food. Here a@e a few of The best
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Hurehamd-ams-wife Jetarn ik T Balsh st ©raabndg this
cuedam nace thal Meraly slopa lrsl-limers inLheir tracks A
haawy, tined -glags fromt door encased in 2 heaagoasl wond-plank

erirywiy st drecEyy 10 31arde' s gieamagwile. wWnken wuane

bar, & witusl counlepaint ba the colorful display of lop-shell spirits
ritangg Behiryd it Ao the centerad Bar hangs & strking chandeler
cratted o varied engthe of slambeis stod Tubeng, angied o Ghe
encds to aliow the embedded ights to twinkle and refiect in fhe
e oeling Mounled slaghom kerns ounciuate exlured slone
wials that man the length o he mmaen room, Dthar natural Gécor
clements. such &t polished wood panéling and cork liles, com-
premant godd pendan! lamps and luce black leatker booths Star
lite's daly reeny emshares Smale but excallern Hlanoe profies
e on lncal, sustamabdy farmed procuce. seafond and meats
The rettausant’s fal-iron sleak is a favoride enfrée, Par il with an
o -word wine and fmish the evenng with a snifier of Papoy Van
Vifinkle"s=—5ar1e i1 one of just two bars in town Lo camy the
aped] hourton, 3175 dadia 56, Madhouwn, 688 358 9766
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Wihen festaurateur Traty Borom (Kensnglon Grill, Cheea)

[ ook feer & COUDSE D1 years Bga, Laure was an esiahdshed
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lavosite with the upscale dining sel, but i3 stodgy lone-on-
tone décor wasn't Baly 1o entice younges, hipper tastemakers
A dramatic maceowers chanped all Thad. YWhi ey and glamour
collide with oversized back-and-white barogue- moti! wallpa
oed. pluah ceharlieute velyel bangueited, hounmd st ool peal
armihass, 3 rrastive orystal chandelsr aad bunches of long
stemmed red rode sunpended underwaler in Lall vades It's the
end of grmart and sexy leok you might expect from a chic
French bautique hotel, nof Bankers Hill, The menw, too, hat
retainad its quality while receiving a much-neaded infusion of
craalivily and wil. Naw hine wanes share menu 9pace wilh
cocktails b the Elderbubbie (eldertlower, champagne and
raspberry voda), Slarter dishes pull Bavars from aninterna-
tonal paletie, whis maen eatrées $1ce mosily 10 the Franch
and Medilerrancan siraight-and-nasrow, with Lhe cocasional
accent of Pan-Asian, 505 Laurel 5t, Bonkers Ml 618 23R 2022
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Barro Logan—ons freeway stop from dosmtown and s loag
slighted home to warehounes and Lakeout! taco thops —seems
an anlioily place to open & fing-dining establishment. Yot thig
custorm-desipned. industrial-contemponsry lounge space sl
srainless cteel plass and concrete, mmight just be the neighbor
hoad's much-neaded push loward genlnbcation Cramerscrealar
Paul Basde handlad every last architectural and design element,
e e ome-aimed wodd-and-rmelal chairs lo [he geciure
weindioas thad peers into hig adacent workshop, whers welders'
sparks add as much warrpdh (o the décor @ bright crange-and-
green accents. Toeing the Bne of modern ethics, Basile used
predominanily pre-exisling. recycled and rencwable malterials
throughout the Guikd, whose mame neds 1o its emphasis on arb
sanship. Ingenuwily cames through ia the food, oo, The memu
featunes wmall-plate options fodused on favors and textores
Ehat are danng bul roaled o raditonal cussine—a luna sashim
farves with Zesty wasabi foam or pesto-infuted mozzarella with
chilled tormatoes. Yine-by-the-glass selections abound, but the
cocktall list s lmited to beverapes made with liguor substitutes

e Lajl B0S Newlon Ave. Bamio Logon, 619,584 75

At
Do Linedier i oncwen a5 & land of BiE Bodd and beashy 50 it's mo
sirpeise thal Australen restaurant Bond koll owes suil with its
imnovatiee and |arper-than-Tle desgn, Wall partitons made
Froem lava rock anvd mesh wine dvide The lasge space. Up front,
baothe that resemble |arge wooden berdcages hang suspendad
just abawee the Hoar. Madsve abstract metsl creatans dominals
the deningg rodon, and ini the bar lghted cailing sculpumes ook
like samething straght out of the Greal Badrier Reel Bond
offeg 3 wide selechon of Ausiralian beers, 3 dangerowtly deb
cioud sparkling Shirar and tradiBonal Ausaie treads such a1 meal
pe aad pandowa 333 Fifth Ave, Geslarep Quarfer, 619 2420002
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Fiows aff velvet Margccan fez hats hanging on a black wall are
just ane of the guiroy Sewgn eliemenls (0 thes see-and-be-seen
restaurant, part of the chic boutique Hotel Solamar, Tetures
infersect in every direclion: Stainless steel and the sisible met-
al grillls of the open kKiichen meet shear curtaing i rust and
copper iones and & ceiling lined wilh huge clusiers of plaster
fiwers n reSaf. Many of the Sesgn elaments take thes cue
Iramt the Spamiah-Neoanih arclilaciure rmads oo lamaus by
Halboa Fark, whds the standout lood deaws Flaeos oo the
lemgth of the Wesl Cosat (while corm and chils pablans soes,
far ecampial. 626 § 5t Gaslamg Ouorfer 619 531 5744
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Choco ale-beown glass 185 and Creamy wory cafe tables whed
the appelile al this Pars-inapieed East Village bislra, nasned
for the cwners’ young daughter (whose darling sdhouetie
appears on the cameo signage). Calé Chioe thowcaves
thoughitiul sophisticaton, from the perse hooks under the
half-maon bar up frant 1o the stack of décor and litestyle mag-
azines meant 10 keep solo wartors company. High-design e
menid including (ramed back-and-while pholographs and
whits Phelips Stasch Louis Ghost chairs Bend seamisssly info
the warm, welcoming decor. And the losd, which includes
besiro fanvarites such a3 3 frormape plake ang wteak fries, is
served stylishly with black paper-lace doilies and rrarhle
stands, 721 Ninth Awve, Eost Village, 619 230 32040
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Thes tacond location of Hillorest's baloved dessert place is a
study in contrasis. Dul frond and inside, wall-lenglh pleces of
stainkess steel ace perforated with bubbie-shaped cotouts. v
img the feeling of airiness. Inside, medern melal-and-wood
tables and fixtures shase the high-ceilinged space with a gand
sereree Buddha head and 4 charmng assoriment ol oh-10-chic
Eft terrs Bul presentation is whene Extrasrdmany shenes. Fra
grant rese pelals and dustings of edible pold lend a vibrant,
femineng pop 10 decadent desserts and beveragit. Sugady
sascks aren’l the anly option, though: you can alio order
sandwiches and other Rght fare. a5 wall 35 sumplucas wnes
snd bubbliey T430 Unign 55 LiNe Moy 602 204 7001 ©
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