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A Rendezvous with Déja Vu

Quietly nestled within San Diego's Mis-
sion Hills District, the Starlite eadintes
with a jovial amber glow, perfectly
paked for the holiday season. One of
Tim Mays" most recent venlures to
excite the senses, the Starlite is a gelf-
prociaimed “neighborhood hideaway™
with a nostalgic, swinging "60%s feel,

A prominent creator on San Diega's
mightlife seene, Moys already has the
oxtreordinarily sucoessful live music
joint, Thie Casbah, and the squally
popilar dining spot, the Tarf Cluls,
under his belr. The secret, according
bo Muys, Is Lo create o comfortable
experience that leaves patrons planning
thair next trip back.

Currently in its sophomore year,
the lounge has quickly droamn a
diverse following firom across the cty.
May's concept for the Stardite echoes
mild-century modemity washed in min-
eralized earth tones, courtesy of local
desdgn-build team Bells and Whistles
(H&W), which was respansible For all
fncits of the dezign from conception to
copstretinn,

Moy's vision was sparked by the
1959 Alfred Hitcheock thriller, Noreh by
Nortfowest, staring Cary Grunt, whern
the final scens unfalds inside o beauti-
fully deslgned mountainside home,
imapived by the organic architecture of
Frank Lioyd Wiright.

True to Wright's design principles,
the Startite has incorporated a wide-
open foor plas, bounded by stone and
wood to bring elements of the natural
world inside. With one cincmatic refer-
ence on file, B&W also began drawing
Inepiration from the uncomplicated
Seandinavion designs of the 608 1o the
patural eolor pabettes found in the hol-
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lows of the Carlabaid Caverns, according
b Jusan 5t John, designer, craftsman
and B&AW co-owmcr.

The Stariite gets it right from the
start as patrons enter throwgh a hexsgo-
nal passageway constructed of Brazilian
Ipe veood, This unlque enfrance is a
ned Lo the ghostly hexagonal reflections
aocasionnlly found in old Hollywood
films when & stray beam of light hnd
entered the camera, The fecal paint
of the main interbor & an impressive
chandelier, made from a collection of
thin, anthgqued steel pipes tipped with
fluorescent Aares of icy blue LED Hghts,
They hang like gabtaetie stalactites aver
the sunken bar and are the last remaln-
ing artifact firom the bar's past lifc as a
prominent leshian lounge, Six Degrees.

Staggered rock walls and rich
cherry-stained woods make the bar a
cozy den-like dwelling. while the open
floor plan generates a sense of modern
yiet familinr comfort, in o Reobsert
Rediord mects James Bond sort of way,

The Starlite’s music is a8 oclectic an
its elientele, The beal of 508, ‘60s and
P05 mock and pop are piped sooth-
Ingly theoughout the entire founge, A
fuwurrite of intelligentsia and higsters
alike, the lounge is also studded with
older couples and induskry typed. For
the outdoor adventurer, these i also

Starlite’s open-air patio, offering &
chance to 1Hip away from it all and
dream among the stars,

The Starlite gives San Diegans 3
muclh-needed allernative 1o e raucous
downtown Gaslamp and Pacifie Beach
nbghtlife scene. And the lounge is also
an exciting change of peee for upscale
epicureans who have been attracted in
throngs to its zeasonal menu of modaern

comlort foods.

Starlite’s Kilchen is mun by head chel
Marguerite Grifla, whose freah new
takoe on American food has given the
losinge something more than ite good
looks o boast about. Her philcsophy
Is simiple: highlight natural favors, It's
this philosaphy that |s reflected In the
Starlite’s menw, which wses [ree-range
meats, local sustainable seafood, and
orianic ingredicnts as much as possible,

A classic cult favorite, "The Burger,”
an all-natural Brandit beef patty topped
with Gruyere and caramelioed anbona,
#till peigns as a house fovorlie, But also
temping is the unexpected Sausage
Board, feaburing herh apple sausages,
dntes wrnpped in bacon and roasted
marrowbone. And don’t forget the Pan
Hoaxsted Jidor] Chicken with whole-
wheal cavalelli pasia

But the vegetarian need niot fret
The organic Stuffed Kabochs Squach s
s n top seller served with an apple,
purm raigin, and pumpkinseed relish.
Pernaps one of the best features about
the menu, however, s that it can be
enjoyed Inte into the night.

The Starlite's glory, though, i@ it
extensive menu of specialty cocktalls
prsd oed to G lguors. The Staelite
Mule (vodka, ginger beer, bitters and
lime juice) is by far the most popular
drink, a fresh take on the Moscow
Mube from the e “40s. The spicy
yei refreshing beverage (2 servid in a
chillled copper mug.

The Starlite achieves what it sets out
i dev. It ereates 8 comfortable relax-
ing atmosphere end & supert dindng
experience that outshines the compes|
tlom and draws you back for mors,

Tt Mindy Heanes
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